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Executive summary 

 
Lord Provost’s attendance at UNESCO Creative 
Cities Summit, Beijing  
 

Summary 

This report summarises the Lord Provost’s attendance at the Global Creative Cities 
Summit in Beijing from 21 to 23 October, following an invitation from UNESCO and the 
Municipality of Beijing.   

 

Recommendations 

There are no immediate recommendations from this report.  

 

Measures of success 

• Maintain Edinburgh’s leading role in the UNESCO Creative Cities Network 

• Promote Edinburgh’s profile as a world leading creative city 

• Contribute and influence the direction of future strategies of the Creative Cities 
Network 

• Forge civic, cultural and economic links with Beijing/China 

• Build upon the highly successful visit to Shenzhen (June 2013) 

• Generate significant publicity for the City of Edinburgh, throughout China and 
worldwide 

 

Financial impact 

The costs of a return economy flight ticket and 4 nights’ accommodation for the Lord 
Provost was covered by the organisers.  In addition, the cost of 4 nights’ 
accommodation was covered for an accompanying City Officer. The remaining travel 
and accommodation costs for accompanying officers were approximately £2,000 which 
was met by the relevant Departmental budget as agreed by the Corporate Policy and 
Strategy Committee on 1 October 2013. 
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Equalities impact 

There are no equalities impacts arising from attendance at this event.  

 

Sustainability impact 

Travel arrangements were made in accordance with The Council’s Sustainable Travel 
Plan. 

 

Consultation and engagement 

Consultation took place with the City of Literature Trust and colleagues in Culture and 
Sport and Economic Development. 

 

Background reading / external references 
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Report 

Lord Provost’s attendance at UNESCO Creative 
Cities Summit, Beijing  
 

1. Background 

1.1 The Lord Provost attended the Global Creative Cities Summit in Beijing from 20 

to 22 October.  The Summit was organised by UNESCO and the Municipality of 
Beijing.  

1.2 Edinburgh is the world's first UNESCO City of Literature and the founder city of 
the UNESCO Creative Cities Network. The Lord Provost is a Trustee of the City 
of Literature Trust. 

 

2. Main report 

2.1 The main theme of the conference was the importance of cities, to lead the way 
in the promotion of creativity to provide jobs, growth, harmony, wellbeing and 
sustainability. The UNESCO creative cities network provides a platform to share 
experience, innovative ideas, and provide local solutions to global problems.  

2.2 Participants at the UNESCO Creative Cities Summit included members of the 
UNESCO Creative Cities Network which comprises 38 cities. (See appendix 1 
for a full list of cities). Of these, 28 were represented at the summit. Four other 
applicant cities from Africa were also in attendance. The format presented an 
excellent opportunity to network, promote Edinburgh and share experience with 
other creative cities from around the world.  

2.3 The Opening Ceremony of the Summit took place in the Beijing Capital Museum 
and was attended by over 500 people from Beijing’s Creative Sector. The 
occasion was a high profile VIP event and attracted significant media attention. 
The Lord Provost gave an in-depth interview on Edinburgh’s strong cultural 
heritage and vibrant creative industry sector, to China National Radio station, 
which is broadcast to 650 million listeners. The Lord Provost, wearing the civic 
chain of office and kilt, attracted great interest from the many photographers 
present. The following day a picture of the Lord Provost was on the front page of 
Beijing Daily newspaper, (which attracts a readership of 200,000), generating 
significant publicity for Edinburgh and Scotland. (See appendix two for a copy of 
the newspaper’s front page). 

2.4 The Beijing Capital Museum was also host to the Creative Cities Exhibition 
which was situated in a prominent position in the entrance foyer. The exhibition 
included an ‘Edinburgh Stand’, which showcased iconic images of Edinburgh 
and the Think Creative, Think Edinburgh video. A link can be found here 
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www.youtube.com/watch?v=id65gks_9fM  It also provided free marketing 
materials for visitors to the stand, including City Of Literature books and leaflets. 
The exhibition was in place for the duration of the conference. The Museum 
attracts up to 2,000 visitors per day, with the potential to attract significant 
publicity for Edinburgh. 

2.5 The conference consisted of keynote presentations from major stakeholders in 
the network. The Lord Provost represented one of only six other cities asked to 
speak. The Lord Provost highlighted Edinburgh’s strong literary heritage and the 
social, educational and economic benefits of its status as the world’s first 
UNESCO City of Literature. The Lord Provost also emphasised the importance 
of the city’s strong culture and arts sector, in particular as the world’s leading 
festival city, providing an inimitable platform for the arts, and inspiration for 
creative cities and regions around the world.  

2.6 The event was filmed on China’s National news station CCTV and featured 
video footage of the Lord Provost delivering his presentation, wearing his civic 
chain of office and kilt. The CCTV news channel is broadcast to 1.2 billion 
people in China and around the world. An English language clip of the coverage 
can be seen via this weblink.  www.youtube.com/watch?v=aha2Rpmzzd8  

2.7 The Lord Provost participated in a Mayor’s Roundtable meeting and signing of 
the Creative Cities Summit Agenda. This reaffirmed a commitment to establish a 
productive relationship of learning, sharing and exchange between creative cities 
in all regions, in order to boost social, economic and cultural development.  

2.8 The Mayor of Shenzhen was also a participant at the Mayor’s Roundtable 
Meeting. In June this year, the Lord Provost travelled to China to sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Vice Mayor of the Shenzhen 
Municipal Government. The MOU focused on the establishment of joint 
international creative industry incubation centres in Edinburgh and Shenzhen, 
promoting economic and cultural development. During the UNESCO Creative 
Cities Beijing Summit, the Lord Provost and the Mayor of Shenzhen took the 
opportunity to have a high level meeting, where they reaffirmed their 
commitment to collaboration in the creative industries sector for the mutual 
benefit of both cities. (A copy of the MOU can be found in Appendix 3). 

  

3. Recommendations 

3.1 There are no immediate recommendations from this report.  

 

Greg Ward 
Director of Economic Development 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=id65gks_9fM�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aha2Rpmzzd8�
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Links  
 

Coalition pledges  P24 - Maintain and embrace support for our world-famous 
festivals and events  
P31 – Maintain our City’s reputation as the cultural capital of the 
world by continuing to support and invest in our cultural 
infrastructure 

Council outcomes CO20 – Culture, sport and major events – Edinburgh continues 
to be a leading cultural city where culture and sport play a 
central part in the lives and futures of citizens 

Single Outcome 
Agreement 

SO1 – Edinburgh’s Economy delivers increased investment, 
jobs and opportunities for all 

Appendices Appendix 1: Creative Cities Network Members 

Appendix 2: Copy of Beijing Daily newspaper front page 

Appendix 3: MOU with Shenzhen 
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Appendix 1: 
                         

Creative Cities Network Members (38) 
 
 

Cities of Literature 

Edinburgh, Scotland 

Melbourne, Australia 

Iowa City, USA 

Dublin, Ireland 

Reykjavik, Iceland 

Norwich, UK 

Krakow, Poland 

 

Cities of Film 

Bradford, UK 

Sydney, Australia 

 

 

Cities of Design 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Berlin, Germany 

Montréal, Canada 

Nagoya, Japan 

Kobe, Japan  

Shenzhen, China 

Shanghai, China 

Seoul, South Korea 

Saint-Étienne, France 

Graz, Austria 

Beijing, China 

 

Cities of Crafts and Folk Art 

Santa Fe, USA 

Aswan, Egypt 

Kanazawa, Japan 

Icheon, South Korea 

Hangzhou, China 

Fabriano, Italy 

 

Cities of Media Arts:  

Lyon, France 

 

Cities of Gastronomy 

Popayán, Colombia 

Chengdu, China  

Östersund, Sweden 

Jeonju, South Korea 

Zahlé, Lebanon 

 

Cities of Music 

Seville,Spain 

Bologna, Italy 

Glasgow, Scotland 

Ghent, Belgium 

Bogota, Colombia 

Brazzaville, Congo 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/design/buenos-aires/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/design/berlin/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/design/montreal/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/design/nagoya/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/design/kobe/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/design/shenzhen/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/design/shanghai/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/design/seoul/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/design/saint-etienne/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/design/graz/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/design/beijing/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/crafts-and-folk-art/santa-fe/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/crafts-and-folk-art/aswan/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/crafts-and-folk-art/kanazawa/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/crafts-and-folk-art/icheon/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/crafts-and-folk-art/hangzhou/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/comunicato_Fabriano_EN.pdf�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/media-arts/lyon/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/gastronomy/popayan/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/gastronomy/chengdu/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/gastronomy/oestersund/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/gastronomy/jeonju/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/music/seville/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/music/bologna/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/music/glasgow/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/music/ghent/�
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/creativity/creative-cities-network/music/bogota/�


Corporate Policy and Strategy Committee – 3 December 2013                   Page 8 of 10 

Appendix 2: 
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Appendix 3: 
 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Corporate Policy and Strategy Committee – 3 December 2013                   Page 10 of 10 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                              


	Corporate Policy and Strategy Committee
	10am, Tuesday, 3 December 2013
	Links
	Greg Ward



	Lord Provost’s attendance at UNESCO Creative Cities Summit, Beijing
	Executive summary
	Lord Provost’s attendance at UNESCO Creative Cities Summit, Beijing
	Summary
	Recommendations
	Measures of success
	Financial impact
	Equalities impact
	Sustainability impact
	Consultation and engagement
	Background reading / external references


	Report
	Lord Provost’s attendance at UNESCO Creative Cities Summit,  Beijing
	1. Background
	2. Main report
	3. Recommendations
	Greg Ward

	Links



